
Maine Adult Education Program Areas
Business & Skills Training: These programs are designed to meet the needs of 
individuals seeking to gain employment or small businesses in need of training programs for their workers. 
Common programming areas include computer technology, hard trades, allied health and retail sales and 
customer service.

2011 Enrollments: 17,269
College Transitions: Maine College Transitions, in partnership with community colleges 
and the university system, offers high-quality, cost-effective and accessible pathways to post-secondary 
education for adults. Offered through local adult education programs in all 16 counties, College Transitions 
includes career planning, assessment, college experience, tracking and follow up, and instruction in college 
preparation coursework.

2011 Enrollments: 6,313
High School Completion: The GED program includes pre-testing, instruction and 
testing for high school equivalency. The adult high school diploma program provides the opportunity for 
individuals to complete their graduation requirements at their local high school.

2011 Enrollments: 16,644
2,830 high school credentials awarded (592 diplomas and 2,238 GEDs)

Literacy & Family Literacy: Through classroom instruction or tutoring, this program 
area teaches the basic reading comprehensive and numeracy skills necessary to function in our literate 
community.  Programming areas include English as a Second Language and Family Literacy, an approach 
integrating early childhood and adult education and parenting skills.

2011 Enrollments: 14,577
Personal Enrichment: Designed to meet the lifelong learning needs of adults and their 
communities, these activities vary in response to the unique needs of each community, ranging from foreign 
language, to wellness and exercise, to a wide variety of skill and craft classes. The courses are housed in 
public schools but all instructional and material costs are borne by the learners.

2011 Enrollments: 63,049

2011 Total Enrollments .........................................117,852

With 117,852 enrollments at an average cost of $199 per 
enrollment, Maine Adult Education’s 104 programs, in all 
parts of the state, are affordable options for education and 
re-training, helping ensure that all Mainers are prepared for 
college, career, and life – even during tough economic times.

Maine College 
Transitions and 
Adult Education 
empowered me!
“I gained the confidence and 
the beginning skills to return 
to school and refocus on 
what I needed so I would be 
successful in college.  From 
the application process, to 
applying for financial aid, 
Adult Education helped me 
prepare and understand what 
college was going to be like. 
With their help the transition 
was smooth.”  

~ David Merrill



“At 20 years old I came to the conclusion that a part time job on minimum wage wouldn’t enable 
me to do the things I wanted to do, raise a family and buy a home.  Like other people I had dreams, 
things I want to do.  Adult education got me on the right path. You have still have to work for it, but 
adult education gave me the tools and pointed me the right way.  With my high school diploma in 
hand, I’ll be going to college to pursue a career in nursing.”
~ Destiny Fosse

“I left my job as a legal secretary to raise my children.  After several years and a significant life event 
I found myself needing and wanting to find a full time job.  So many years had passed, I needed to 
re-learn many skills and get a better understanding of what employers required.  Thanks to adult 
education and the WorkReady program, I was able to gain a real understanding of what it takes to 
be successful at looking for, and obtaining a new job.  From interview skills, writing cover letters, 
resumes and networking, adult education gave me a new, positive outlook that I can be successful.” 
~ Gail Sprague

“The idea of going back to school to get a GED or High School Diploma can be daunting.  I never 
thought college was in my future.  With support from family, friends and my employer I visited with 
adult education.  They took me through what I needed to do to obtain my GED, the preparation, the 
classes and then the testing.  My GED was just the start,  I still had time to apply for the next semester 
in college.  A year ago I would never have believed I would be an “A” student in college.  This was 
all thanks to adult education. This changed my life,  and it can happen to you as well.”    
~ Jesse Walker
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Adult Education FUNDING
Sources  FY 2011
State Funding ............................................................................................................$5,005,820.00
Local Share ...............................................................................................................$9,350,802.40
Federal ABE Grant ....................................................................................................$1,482,894.98
College Transitions ......................................................................................................$788,145.23
Local Contracts .........................................................................................................$1,009,350.04
Other Contracts ............................................................................................................$452,504.57*
Fees from Subsidizable Courses ...............................................................................$1,531,313.73
Fees from Enrichment Courses .................................................................................$2,568,743.52
Other – All Sources ...................................................................................................$1,314,171.65**
TOTAL ..........................................................................................$23,505,746.12

*  Contracts for educational services with DHHS, DOL & other state agencies
** Other federal grants (e.g.Even Start Family Literacy), grants from private organizations  

(Barbara Bush Foundation & Nellie Mae Foundation), other school department and organization funds not detailed elsewhere.

Simply put, without adult education, many of our Maine citizens 
would not have an accessible option for embarking on a pathway 
to education or workforce training they need to succeed in life.


